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“MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL ”
Chairman’s message
“Poking holes in the darkness”……………
I need hardly remind readers that the Christmas Season of Goodwill is nearly upon us and that, this year,
the festivities will possibly be restrained by limitations placed on the numbers of people deemed able to
gather safely.
Social distancing does not stop anyone caring for their neighbour -- and showing this by a telephone call or
a knock on the door to show that you care, and to check that all is well.
Over 150 years ago in a cold and foggy Edinburgh the writer Robert Louis Stevenson, then still in his
childhood, sat mesmerised looking out of his frost covered window watching an old lamplighter slowly
working his way through the black night, lighting each gas street lamp along his route. Pointing out on the
scene Robert exclaimed, “See! Look there! There’s a man poking holes in the darkness.”
Can you poke a hole in the darkness of a neighbour’s need for a kind word or small deed at what could be
a stressful or lonely time?
Whatever happens over the next few months we know that with a successful vaccine being produced we
have the measure of Covid-19 in the long run. In the meantime please stay safe, act responsibly, and enjoy
your Christmas.
Flooding issues: Talking about consideration for others reminds me to caution vehicle drivers when driving
through flood waters – quite apart from the need to drive slowly to minimise bow wave damage to roadside
property are you aware that you drive through flood waters at your own risk? Insurers may well decide that
any resultant damage to your vehicle was self inflicted and therefore refuse to cover repair costs.
Footpaths and other Rights of Way: Your Parish Council has entered into fruitful discussions with farmers
in the north of the village to clarify confusing routes, improve signage and stiles. These improvements will
not take place overnight but will be reported on fully in January.
In the meantime there are many things that walkers (& dogs) could and should do quite apart from desisting
from criminal acts such as cutting or destroying fencing, or trespassing:
“Whilst you must not ride or roam over farmland, Rights of Way are defined paths and tracks which anyone
can use to cross private land. You have a legal right to use them at any time of the day or night but keep
gates closed and do not cut fences.
You can take a dog on a right of way but the dog should not run off the definitive line of the path and you
must keep it under close control. Please pick up and take home your dog’s fouling – to leave it is
unpleasant for everyone and dangerous: Toxicara canis is harmful to people and Neosporosis to farmers’
livestock.”
Chris Saunders
Next Virtual Parish Council Meeting is the January 18th at 7.30pm. We welcome all to attend virtually
and to contact Gill Tatum, the Clerk via clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com before 12 noon on the 18th
January 2021 for joining instructions.
We would encourage you to use the excellent village website for information, regular news updates, Parish
councillor and volunteer contact details, Parish Council and Village Hall minutes of meeting, past and present
issues of the Easterton Echoes and other interesting facts of Easterton, Easterton Sands and Eastcott.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION on COVID

CORONAVIRUS (COVID) VACCINATION UPDATE
The government wants less than 5% of vaccines to be wasted, so it is likely that vaccine appointments
will be offered at very short notice, and you may need to rearrange any existing plans to be able to attend
your vaccination appointments.
Where will people get the vaccine?
The NHS is putting new delivery channels in place, tailored to vaccine requirements:
•Hospital hubs: dozens of NHS trusts will
act as hospital hubs where patients and
staff can be vaccinated on site. More
hospitals will start vaccinating over the
coming weeks and months as the vaccine
supply increases.
•Local vaccination services: to make it
as easy as possible for those who are
eligible to access a vaccination safely,
local vaccination services will also be
available. These community and primary
care-led services will include GP practices,
local authority sourced buildings or other
local facilities, and as vaccine supply
increases in the new year, local
pharmacies too.
•Vaccination centres: the NHS will also
establish vaccination centres, where large
numbers of people will be able to go and
get a jab. The majority will open in the new
year when supply of the vaccine increases.
They are being set up in local venues such
as sports stadiums and concert venues
that offer the space to deal with large
numbers of people while maintaining social
distancing.

ALL patients due for vaccination
will be contacted directly with all
details.
The best way you can help your
practice deliver the vaccine is to
ensure that they have the correct
contact details for you, mobile
phone, e-mail, and if you are
housebound.
PLEASE Contact your surgery below
to confirm your details.

Courtyard Surgery email:
Market Lavington Surgery email:
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DAY LEWIS PHARMACY, MARKET
LAVINGTON
Open 9am -12noon and 2pm - 6pm
Closed 12 noon to 2pm for deep cleaning.
Christmas and New Year arrangements:
The pharmacy will be closed Christmas Day
25th December, Monday December 28th and
January 1st 2021.

COVID-19 UPDATES:
For more information about council services
visit the Wiltshire Council website
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/public-healthcoronavirus

Repeat Prescriptions Requests
A kindly request to help the pharmacy’s efficiency
and your continual supply of medication, please
give the pharmacy at least a few days notice
before you run out completely.
PRESCRIPTIONS HELP OR COLLECTION
Please use the Easterton Volunteer Support
Contacts list if you need any help from our
volunteers. Please look on the Easterton
Website for details : www.eastertonpc.org.uk
MARKET LAVINGTON SURGERY. Market
Lavington
Appointment Line: 01380 812500
Main Lines: 01380 812500
see website for opening times
email: Reception2.marketlavington@nhs.net
website: www.marketlavingtonsurgery.nhs.uk

From 23 December to 27 December, you may
choose to form a Christmas bubble with up to two
other households: If you do form a Christmas
bubble, you should not meet socially with friends
and family you do not live with in your home or
garden unless they are part of your Christmas
bubble.
You can travel between tiers and UK nations for the
purposes of meeting your Christmas bubble and
people should follow local restrictions in the tier in
which they are meeting. If you do not form a
Christmas bubble, you should continue to follow the
guidance for the tier you are in.

THE COURTYARD SURGERY West
Lavington

Tel: 01380 813300
Open 8am to 12noon, 1.30pm to 6.30pm

website: www.courtyardsurgery.co.uk
email:

reception.courtyard@nhs.net

EASTERTON PARISH COUNCIL
CORONAVIRUS COMMUNITY
SUPPORT
FOR ALL VOLUNTEER CONTACT
DETAILS LOOK ON VILLAGE WEBSITE
www.eastertonpc.org.uk
The Parish Council are maintaining this
Community Support while we are uncertain as
to how the Pandemic situation will develop in
the future. So please contact one of the
Volunteer Contact names on the website if you
need help with essential shopping, collecting
medicines or errands,
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BIN COLLECTIONS AND
RECYCLING FOR CHRISTMAS AND
NEW YEAR

Please see the last page of this
newsletter (Page 9)
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HAVE YOU GOT THE MYWILTS APP YET?
To simply, quickly and easily book and report Wiltshire services is to use the MyWilts app. Go to
www.wiltshire.gov.uk for more details how to register and use it on your computer or phone if compatible.

ST BARNABAS CHURCH
NEWS
Christmas arrangements
Church News from St
Barnabas
Well, all change again. The
following is the most up to date
information on the church
services over Christmas.
Masks must be worn and
attendance “booked” so that
seating can be arranged and
numbers limited.
We will continue to be open for
private prayer on Sunday
morning 9.00am until 12.00pm
and Wednesday afternoons
12.00pm until 4.00pm. There
will be a communion service
somewhere in the benefice at
11.00am each Sunday and a
mid week service at 10.00am
on a Wednesday on a rota
basis.

Specific services for St
Barnabas Church are as
follows:
Communion services
Sunday 20th December
11:00 am
24th December Communion
10.00pm. Please remember
to pre-book as numbers are
limited to no more than 30, call
the church office:
Tel: 01380 816963
Please note that Communion
Services also will be without
singing or wine for the
congregation.
There are also three carol
services at the other
Churches:
Great Cheverell: Sunday 20th
December 4pm and 6pm
West Lavington: Tuesday
22nd December Nine lessons
and Carols

Both of these are limited in
numbers and must be prebooked. Tel: 01380 816963.
There will be choral but not
congregational singing.
Zoom Services continue at
10.00am on Sunday mornings
including one on Christmas
Day entitled ‘Christmas on
Zoom’. The link for all zoom
services is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
7192406094.
Sue Allen would like to thank
everyone who responded to
the request for toys for the
Salvation Army/Social
Services Appeal. Sue was
able to deliver ‘a car full’ of
toys to them on December 1st.
“I wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful
Christmas.”

Pat Morrison (church warden)

THE POTENTIAL CLOSURE OF THE HOME FOR THE VULNERABLE IN
FURLONG CLOSE, ROWDE
“THE TRUE MEASURE OF ANY SOCIETY CAN BE FOUND IN HOW IT TREATS ITS MOST VULNERABLE
MEMBERS”
Mahatma Ghandi

A message from Mark Steele “ I am a member of a group of families and friends of the 33 vulnerable
residents who live at Furlong Close in Rowde. We were told in October that Hft Wiltshire and Wiltshire
Council had “jointly” decided that their home is to be closed down and they are to be relocated. I am writing
to appeal to you, on behalf of the families and the local community in Rowde and Devizes, for your support
in making representations to Hft Wiltshire and Wiltshire Council to allow our vulnerable relatives to remain in
their longstanding homes in Furlong Close.
One of the day-care users at Furlong Close, Alan, who has Down’s syndrome and lives with his parents in
Market Lavington, has recorded a short video which briefly tells his story and appeals for help to keep
Furlong Close open, which I invite you to listen to this recording:”
https://youtu.be/cdrQzuZl8K0
Please Listen to this recording and click on the petition link below if you wish to support the
residents of Furlong Close.
https://www.change.org/p/hft-and-wiltshire-council-stop-the-closure-of-hft-in-rowde
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MAKING GOOD USE OF OUR PARISH STEWARD!
Wiltshire Council’s ‘Parish Steward Scheme’ had its successful origins in the 1990s. However after a
break in the late 2000s the scheme was reintroduced in 2016 where ‘Parish Stewards’ liaise directly
with Parishes to carry out local minor highways work ‘swiftly and efficiently’.
The Parish Stewards report issues and undertake repairs and maintenance themselves, meaning they
are a ‘one stop and done' service. The Stewards will help prioritise the needs of their patch including
roads, pathways, drainage and verge maintenance. Their remit could include painting railings,
highways strimming and undertaking minor pothole repairs.
Easterton’s Parish Steward liaises with our own parish councillor Anthony Snook once a month to
prioritise jobs that need doing in and around the Parish. If any Easterton, Easterton Sands or Eastcott
Parishioner is concerned about any aspect in the Parish as itemised above please contact Anthony
directly and if appropriate then it can be added to the Worksheet.
Mob. Tel: 07831 116136

Email: anthonysnook@tiscali.co.uk

or contact the Parish Clerk Email: clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com
By the way !
The Parish Council would like to thank the kind resident that took it upon themselves to clear a part of
Easterton 1 footpath that runs from Sam Moores Lane. It was getting rather choked with leaves and it
is now much improved. The PC have engaged the Parish Gardener, Mark Goddard, to carry out a
comprehensive clearing of this footpath which he hopes to start in January.
Thanks should also be extended to Dougie Law who regularly clears the area around the water pump at
the bottom of Kings Road, this is a particularly problematic area following heavy rain. THANK YOU
Dougie and any other residents of Easterton that carry out these kind acts for the good of the
community, it does not go unnoticed!

DOG NAPPING UPDATE - THE POLICE REPORT TO DATE
Fears that dog napping is on the increase (see The Gazette article online) but please read the following:
The editor has approached the police on this matter and received the following:
Message from the Acting Police Sergeant Alanna Wakeford
‘From what I can gather there has not been a spate of dog napping in Wiltshire in the last few months I am glad
to report. I think we all got a bit worried after a car was seen by the boundaries with Hungerford and some
comments that were made to some game keepers and some men apparently trying to break into kennels. I
have not heard of anyone being overwhelmed while out walking their dogs. I think quite naturally people have
panicked because we all care for our dogs and the thought of them getting stolen is like losing a family member
and possibly some posts have been made that are exaggerated and things end up on social media which are
not true.
We hope everyone will continue to be vigilant during these dark nights of their property and animals to help
prevent any incidents but I think you can tell the residents there is no sudden surge in dog napping in Wiltshire
at the moment.
Have a safe Christmas.
Regards
APS Alanna Wakeford
Acting Police Sergeant 2841
Devizes, Marlborough and Pewsey Neighbourhood Team
Tel: 101 ext 32841 Mob: 07866690621
Editor Footnote : Take your phone with you and take a photo of anything that is suspicious and report it to the
police. There is a campaign going to make theft of dogs and animals a criminal offence.
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What’s your story ?
Mike and Sue Allen are familiar faces and active
volunteers for many organisations in the locality so
we were thrilled that they agreed to give us a small
insight into their lives.
Q. How long have you lived in Easterton?
For almost 43 years we have lived on the High
Street.
Q. What brought you to Easterton?
Mike: As a police officer I was transferred from
Scenes of Crime in Swindon to Headquarters in
Devizes.
Q. How would you describe your life in eight

words?
Sue: Busy, happy and contented with time to relax.

Q. Where were you born?
Mike: I was born in nearby Westbury.
Sue: In the historic Railway Village in Swindon.

Q. Education, where did you go to school/
college/university?
Mike: Westbury which is where I met Sue.
Sue: I went to primary school in Bradford-on-Avon
and then Trowbridge Girls High School.

Q. Family, tell us a bit about your family?
Both: We have and son and daughter who grew up
in Easterton and attended Lavington School. They
now live in Gloucester and Liverpool respectively.

Q. What is your greatest achievement?
Sue: Having two children who have both become
people to be proud of.
Mike: Throughout my career as a police officer, I
have dealt with many major incidents within Wiltshire
together with many other officers who have become
great friends.
One such incident occurred in
Yatesbury on the A4. A young girl was found on the
grass verge with life threatening injuries having been
violently attacked. A thorough examination and some
critical observations allowed me to provide
information to my colleagues that led to the arrest of
the assailant, when interviewed he admitted to a
murder in the adjoining county of Gloucestershire.
In the quiet county of Wiltshire, you would be
amazed at the number of serious offences that our
brilliant Police have to deal with.

Q. If you could acquire any talent, what
would it be?

Q. With whom in history do you admire the
most?
Sue: HM The Queen.
Q. What is/was your favourite/most interesting
job?
Sue: Working at Lavington School for 21 years as
Assistant Bursar/Finance Manager.
Mike: It would have to be my career as a Police
Officer.
Q. What is your favourite occupation/hobby?
Sue: Reading and walking.
Mike: Oil Painting plus learning to play the guitar
and ukulele. My other interest is a study of the First
World War, this came from me assisting the staff and
pupils of Lavington School on one of their field trips
to The Somme and Belgium Battlefields, a very
moving experience for them and for me.
Q. Who/what is your favourite author/book?
Sue: Winter Solstice by Rosamunde Pilcher
Mike: Sebastian Faulks who writes quite a lot about
WW1 in France.
Q. Do you have a favourite composer or music
artist?
Sue: Alfie Boe
Mike: Elton John
Q. What’s your favourite film/TV programme?
Sue: At the moment I am enjoying The Repair Shop.

Q. Is there a plant/flower that is a particular
favourite and why?
Sue: Freesias
Q. If you could eat only one thing for the rest of
your days, what would it be?
Sue: Porridge
Q. If you could be anywhere else in the world
where would it be?
Sue: Applecross in The Scottish Highlands.
Mike: I love Easterton and having lived here for
some 42 years, there is nowhere else I would
rather be.
Q. How have the last few COVID months been
for you?
Sue: It has been good to have a more relaxed
lifestyle, to be able to walk most days and for Mike
and I to spend more time together.

Sue: To sing in tune!
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EASTERTON VILLAGE HALL
Charity Number: 305510

Trustee News. It is with great regret that we
announce the retirement of Moira Armstrong from
the Board of Trustees. Moira joined the committee
in September 1999 as the representative of the
Archery Club, becoming chairman at the 2010
AGM. The trustees are grateful for her 21 years of
dedicated service to the hall, not least many years
unheralded volunteering to keeping the premises
clean and presentable, thus saving the
management committee considerable expense
while accumulating funds for improvements. She
will be especially remembered for her annual
cabarets – highlights of the village calendar –
which have also raised much needed funds over
the years. We are delighted to be able to confirm
that it is her intention to resurrect the annual
cabaret as soon as circumstances allow.
Hall Modernisation Update. The final phase of
the hall modernisation programme is now under
way. Works include completion of the gentlemen’s
and second disabled toilets, fitting out of the
second function room in the North extension,
conversion of the former toilets and

small store into a new storage area and improved
access to the stage. The second function room will
include a simple coffee station adjacent to the
double doors leading to the children’s play area.
The contractors estimate completion by the end of
January 2021.
Annual General Meeting. The minutes of the last
AGM held on 1st December 2020 by Zoom are
available for viewing on the village website:
www.eastertonpc.org.uk .
Christmas Shopping with smile.amazon.co.uk will
support the Hall Funds, select Easterton Village
Hall as your charity and shop at
smile.amazon.co.uk you will find the same prices,
selection and shopping experience and
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the net eligible
purchase price to the Village Hall funds.
Co-op Local Community Fund. We are one of
this year’s beneficiaries. As a Co-op member you
will be able to select Easterton Village Hall as
your nominated beneficiary.
David Green (Village Hall Committee)

FOCUS ON ENERGY
Grant schemes for electric vehicle charging infrastructure – Office for Low Emission Vehicles
The government offers grants to support the wider use of electric and hybrid vehicles via the Office of Low
Emission Vehicles (OLEV). This includes:
•
The Electric Vehicle Homecharge Scheme (EVHS) provides grant funding of up to 75% towards the cost
of installing electric vehicle chargepoints at domestic properties across the UK.
•
The Workplace Charging Scheme (WCS) is a voucher-based scheme that provides support towards the
up-front costs of the purchase and installation of electric vehicle charge-points, for eligible businesses,
charities and public sector organisations.
•
The On-street Residential Chargepoint Scheme (ORCS) provides grant funding for local authorities
towards the cost of installing on-street residential chargepoints for plug-in electric vehicles.
For more information visit the website below.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/government-grants-for-low-emission-vehicles
Editor comment: I will be looking at ways for the community to discuss and move towards being zero carbon
for the our future and the climate including at looking after and planting new green corridors. Hopefully more
news in the New Year.

The Parish Council is still looking to the community residents to come forward with possible ideas to help
improve our village or community. Please contact the Clerk with an outline of your idea or potential project
email : clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com
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THE HAZEL DORMOUSE IS UNDER THREAT
This minute, rare, nocturnal animal of golden-sand fur, big black eyes
and long, feathery tail, is a hazel dormouse. They can spend their
time, as much as 7 months asleep or foraging high up in trees.
Once widespread in Britain, the species has seriously declined in both
population and range over the past 100 years – making the hazel
dormouse one of Britain’s most endangered animals.
These elusive rodents favour deciduous woodland, overgrown
hedgerows, and scrub. They have a varied diet such as feasting on
the flowers of oak, hawthorn, sycamore, and willow in the spring,
then on to other flowering shrubs such as honeysuckle and bramble. If the weather is cold and wet,
and food scarce, the dormouse will endeavour to save energy by going into torpor; it curls up into a
ball and goes to sleep. Prior to hibernation autumn, they must double their body weight so in
autumn they tuck into any available nuts, seeds, and berries.
From October to November, they hibernate in damp areas preferring to nest in a tightly woven ball
of leaves in the base of old coppiced trees, hazel stools or under log piles. They need the cool
conditions in order that their body temperature and heart rate is lowered preserving their fat
reserves. The damp conditions are a necessity during this period of hibernation due to the loss of
water vapour through the animals breath as they do not wake up and drink regularly. By the way it
is true they do snore !
So to help this enchanting little animal’s survival, we need to preserve the composition, structure
and diverse woodland and hedgerow habitats. Coppicing, particularly of hazel, provides a perfect
habitat for dormice, with well-linked branches which act as pathways, lots of different shrub species
and not too much shade from large trees overhead.
Look at the Centre of Alternate Technology and the Wildlife Trusts websites for other interesting articles:
CAT website: www.cat.org.uk

Stop Press: Judi Dench has helped launch the fundraising campaign for the Wiltshire Wildlife Hospital.
see Claire Spellings "What's your Story" article from Issue 13. The Wiltshire Wildlife Hospital has helped
over 4,000 injured, orphaned or sick wildlife this past year.
For more details on the campaign visit Claire's website: www.clairesconservationmedia.com
ENTERTAINMENT AND THE ARTS IN WILTSHIRE
THE WHARF THEATRE

The theatre has re opened with rehearsals well underway for the first show at the Wharf, in Devizes,
post the nation's second lockdown.
The Wharf is now open with a whole host of covid secure productions lined up for the coming months.
Set among an impressive waterside warehouse standing on the banks of the Kennet and Avon Canal,
has been able to host up to 96 audience members since 1979.
Like other establishments, it has been forced to close for most of the year and pushed back
performances.
Look on their website for more information: www.wharftheatre.co.uk
THE POUND CORSHAM ARTS CENTRE
Look on their website to see what exciting things are happening plus look at the online exhibition of artists for a
special Christmas present.
Look on their website for more information: www.poundarts.org.uk
SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE AND SALISBURY ARTS CENTRE are also worth looking at their website for a list
of all that is going on in the arts. there are some exciting events both online and in the flesh where permitted
www.wiltshirecreative.co.uk

8

www.eastertonpc.org.uk

WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION DATES WILL CHANGE OVER CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR.

There will be no collections on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year's Day.
For more information see Wiltshire website: www.wiltshire.gov.uk
There will be catch-up collections on Saturday 2 January and Saturday 9 January 2021.
Garden waste collections will stop for two weeks over this period. The last collections will take
place on Thursday 24 December and they will restart on Saturday 9 January 2021.
All collections, including garden waste, return to normal from Monday 11 January 2021.
All household recycling centres will be closed from 1pm on 24 December and all day on 25 and 26
December and 1 January. Other than on these dates, the centres will open as normal on their
specified opening days. People need to book a slot online before visiting a household recycling
centre.
If unsure please view your personal collection schedule by address click online below:
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage/personalcollectionschedule

The editor would like to ask if there is anyone who would like to take on the voluntary
role of supplying articles or news for the future Echoes: Areas such as recipes, handy
hints, crosswords, food, film or theatre reviews.
Although this newsletter takes time to put together I hope that it will flourish with even
more interesting news from you the Community.
Editor: Judy Boyt. email: judy@judyboyt.com
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