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Easterton Parish Council Meeting Monday 21st June 2021 at 7.30 p.m.   

Minutes  

Present: Cllr Chris Saunders(CS) (Chair), Cllr Ben Myerscough (BM) (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Anthony Snook (AS), Cllr Judy Boyt (JB) Cllr Richard Brooks (RB), Cllr Sarah Bates 

(SB) and Cllr Andy Colley (AC).  In attendance: 2 Parishioners.  The meeting started at 7.30pm. 

1. Absence Apologies and Declaration of Interests   Apologies: Wiltshire Cllr Domonic Muns and Gillian Tatum (Clerk). Members are bound by the 
provisions of the Code of Conduct and are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests; Cllr AS declared an extended family interest 
relating to the ongoing planning enforcement and subsequent application in relation to the proposed continual use of the agricultural barn for a 
Microlight Business at Land New Side Farm, Urchfont. 

Action 
Resp. 

2. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 17th May 2021. The minutes were agreed by all and signed by the Chair as a true record.  
3. Adjournment & Welcome to the Public.  

The Chair welcomed Victoria and Jonathan Turner to the meeting and invited questions. Victoria Turner asked if any further consideration had been 
given to the possibility of contributing to plans to celebrate the Queens Jubilee by planting a green corridor and suggested that one possible option 
could be to plant a hedge and trees adjacent to the public right of way leading to Salisbury Plain from White Street. It was noted that this will 
require the support and consent of the Landowner and Cllr AS commented that whilst the new owners of this piece of land have a strong 
environmental focus, they may be unwilling to engage in such initiatives at this stage due to the pending rollout of the Governments new 
Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELMS). Cllr AS went on to suggest that he would be willing to volunteer his own land for a green 
corridor. All agreed that the Council should support this initiative.  Action: Idea to be followed up by Cllr AS supported by other Councillors 
The Chair referred to an email (dated:21st June) received from Cllr Domonic Muns, who asked that the following be noted:  

1. Black Dog update – Kirsty Rose (Highways Engineer @ WC) has agreed to receive feedback from the parishes until 30th June. As agreed, all 
responses should go to Carol Hackett (Clerk of Market Lavington) to be compiled and sent on to Kirsty. It is important that each parish 
council’s response is independent and reflects the conclusion of research and discussion so Carol’s involvement is purely to ensure they all 
reach Kirsty. Action: Clerk to send agreed response to CH (ML PC Clerk) 

Update from Dominic Muns Wiltshire Councillor; 
2. Boundary Commission Review – It has been proposed that the parliamentary constituency boundaries be redrawn to better 

reflect the growing number of residents in Wiltshire. In short the idea is that we will gain a Wiltshire MP so that local voters are 
better represented. However, as part of the plan we will move into "East Wiltshire" which leaves us positioned out on the very 
eastern edge of the County with the larger towns of Marlborough (North) Tidworth & Ludgershall (East) and Amesbury (South) 
whilst our local town, Devizes, becomes "Melksham & Devizes" without Easterton  in! Wiltshire Councillor DM concern is that 
we will then be detached from our closest town although he has been reassured that Area Board membership is at the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
AS/ALL 
 
 
 
Clerk 



 

2 
 

discretion of Wiltshire Council; therefore we could exist in a different parliamentary constituency to Devizes and yet remain on 
their Area Board which I think is vital due to the excellent links we have with the town. Trying to get our voices heard as a small 
village on the edge of “East Wiltshire” will be much harder. The proposal is out for consultation and residents can have their say 
by visiting the following link: https://www.bcereviews.org.uk/node/6489 

3. There is considerable backlog in planning application processing of up to 4 weeks so please be aware that some residents may 
be wondering why they haven’t heard anything on their applications. 

4. Please keep an eye on planning applications and be careful to focus on even the most innocent of applications which may in fact 
be the thin end of the wedge. Agricultural entrances to fields which aren't farmed, change of use from agricultural to light-
industrial are two that have come up in the last two weeks in other villages.  

4. Planning Matters : Planning Enforcement 
1. PL/2021/04351 Gosling 27 White Street, Easterton, Devizes, SN10 4NZ. Householder planning permission Demolish pig shed 

(this has already occurred) and replace with annexe to accommodate a bedroom with shower and a reception area. Concern 
was raised about the amount of work being undertaken in close proximity to the badger set in this area and the potential that 
the building could be used for business purposes. It was agreed that the application was unclear as to the intended use of the 
building and therefore further clarification should be sought from Wiltshire Council. Action: Request further detail from Wiltshire 
Council. 

2. Sea Scout Group on consultation of Scout Hut, High street, update from open day. Cllr JB reported that she attended the 
recent consultation event and saw first-hand the problems that the Scouts have with the existing hall.  Essentially it is unfit for 
purpose with access to the first floor unsuitable for disabled individuals, the kitchen and toilets are not suitable and the entire 
building requires refurbishment and modernisation. However, the Scouts clearly have limited finances and a project of this 
nature is likely to be very expensive especially given the Listed status of the building. It is also unclear as to whether the Library 
wishes to continue to use the ground floor. AS a result, the Scouts are conducting a consultation to seek views on various 
possible solutions i.e. to refurbish the building or sell the building and either build a purpose built premises that work for them 
and other youth groups, or find an existing building that they can adapt to suit their own needs.  It was noted that any new 
premises would need to provide disabled access, a kitchen, meeting room, an area for outdoor activities, storage and safe 
parking. It was agreed that the Clerk should be asked to write to the Scouts offering support for their proposal to sell the 
building and seek alternative accommodation. Cllr AS suggested that the buildings at Kings Barn (??) or Elisha Fields could be 
suitable alternative locations. Action: Clerk to write a letter of support. 

3. Past Matters; Strawberry Fields. Both Cllr CS and Cllr SB have been in contact with Greensquare concerning the maintenance 
and landscaping but are still waiting for responses. Cllr CS also noted that the ongoing issue with the outfall is progressing 
although it still requires authorisation/approval from the relevant bodies. Action: Chair continues to follow up outstanding matters 
with Greensquare. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Cllr CS 
 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wpgNC4823H9jjqAFO0nqb?domain=bcereviews.org.uk


 

3 
 

4. Enforcement Complaint registered 21/00083/ENF Alleged unauthorised use of agricultural barn for Microlight Business, Land 
West of Goosehole Farm, Urchfont, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 4RJ – Cllr BM noted that a decision was due on this application on 
6th July 2021, although the Clerk is yet to receive a response from her email to the Case Office (15/06/2021) and in the 
meantime, both the lean-to and main section of barn continue to be used by the microlight business. Cllr JB also noted that 
there also appears to be a second business operating out of or to the rear of the barn, which includes a dog exercise area. Cllr JB 
also stated the issue is still an Obstruction of the bridleway caused by the airfield. Cllr RB suggested that given the decision date, 
an urgent response is required from Wiltshire Council to the Clerks earlier email. Action: Chase a response from Wiltshire Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

5. Correspondence and Communication 

(i) Wiltshire Council consultation on bus services enhancement for Easterton: The consultation was noted although there 
were no significant comments made.  

(ii) Parishioner correspondence on Ragwort occurrence in fields within Easterton & duty of care requirements: Cllr CS 

reported on the concern raised about the amount of Ragwort in the field opposite the top end of Sam Moores Lane and 

confirmed that he had written to the Landowner who was aware of the problem and had agree to spray the field. Cllr AS 

commented that spraying will have limited effect at this time of year and therefore the best solution will be to pull the 

Ragwort. 

(iii) Parking complaints Oak Lane/High Street: Detailed discussion was held in relation to this ongoing problem following receipt 

of further complaints since the last meeting. The options discussed at the last meeting were reviewed and it was agreed that 

this is a difficult problem to resolve but that the general consensus was that in the interest of other road users and 

pedestrians, it is not appropriate for vehicles to park in this location. That said, the interests of, and concerns raised by the 

home owners in this area, particularly with regards to patrons of the pub also parking in this area and blocking access to the 

garage, should also be taken into consideration. It was therefore agreed that Cllr CS would visit the owner of the vehicle to 

further discuss possible solutions. Action: Cllr CS to follow up on the issue 

(iv) Speed Awareness: Cllr CS reported that he still awaits confirmation as to an agreed safe location to conduct a Community 

Speedwatch campaign. Once this is confirmed, volunteers would be sought to operate such an initiative. It was also noted 

that radar speed indicators (SIDs) have the ability to record the number of vehicles exceeding the speed limit and therefore 

this could be an option worth looking at for the high street. Action: Cllr CS to follow up with Wiltshire Council 

(v) COVID-19 update on volunteer activity: No matters arising. 

(vi) BoomCast; Cllr AS reported on the various issues he faces with the operation of this system which mainly include the 
requirement to keep the database up to date, and the technical issues with the Microsoft email exchange blocking emails 
from the system and the lack of response he has had from Boomcast to address this issue. The Chair invited Jonathan Turner 
to comment on these problems and although it was noted that the Mr Turner no longer works for the organisation he 
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offered the following comments and advice; 
The issue with emails not reaching recipients who use the Microsoft system is due to Microsoft having an extremely rigorous 
filtering system which blocks any suspicious emails, and although Boomcast has previously been able to pass this filter, 
Microsoft regularly update their system which means that Boomcast emails get caught in their net. It was acknowledged that 
the customer service team at Boomcast had been slow at addressing this problem although Mr Turner believes they are 
attempting to resolve the problem with Microsoft. It was also acknowledged that the recent circulation of the PC agenda had 
reached all intended recipients. 
In terms of the ongoing maintenance of the data base and the uptake of readership, Mr Turner commented that the PC have 
three options; 1. To revert back to the distribution of material (i.e. the Echoes) in paper form only, 2. To post information on 
the Village website and Notice Board only or. 3. To continue with an electronic system. All Cllrs agreed that option 2 would 
not be a viable option. With regards to option 1, it was noted that 19 copies of the Echoes are still being printed and that 
there are 66 households that have not registered with the Boomcast system. Cllr AS confirmed that there are 299 contacts on 
the system and which covers 265 households. Mrs Turner commented that the cost of printing the Echoes in its current 
format (multiple pages with colour) would be significant. Mr and Mrs Turner also commented that they are very happy to 
assist Cllr AS with the maintenance of the database as necessary/appropriate. The possibility of incorporating the Echoes into 
the Market Lavington newsletter was discussed and it was agreed that Cllr CS and Cllr JB would investigate this option with 
Colin Osborn. However, it was also noted that the electronic system is used for the distribution of an array of material and 
not just the Echoes (for example; PC agenda, minutes, road closures etc) and that it would be a shame to loose this 
capability. Mr Turner noted that there are alternative electronic communication systems which may be less complex than the 
current system (i.e. a push only email system); however they would not offer the functionality that Boomcast offers or cover 
multiple communication systems (i.e. SMS, email etc). In conclusion it was agreed that to revert back to a paper system 
would be a backward step and therefore, with the generous offer of help from Mr and Mrs Turner, Cllr AS should continue 
to pursue Boomcast regarding the failed email issue. Subject to the resolution of this issue, it was further agreed that the 
maintenance of the database should be diarised so that an update is undertaken on an annual basis to attempt to increase 
awareness of the system and increase uptake. Cllr JB with parishioner Victoria Turner also volunteered to put in action a 
campaign to attract the houses not on boomCast yet and to review and update all resident contact details to make sure 
boomCast still operates efficiently on all levels such as emails and SMS. 

(vii) Echoes/Website;  Cllr JB reported she is working on the next issue at present, and again any articles/news etc. to please 
contact her judy@judgyboyt.com  or via the website ; http://eastertonpc.org.uk/the-easterton-echoes-newsletter/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr AS 

6 Governance & Procedures 
(i) Register of Interest completion: All confirmed that they had completed the relevant declaration.  
(ii) Specialist areas for Councillors: Cllr RB reported that he had put together a simplified list of Councillors roles. It was agreed 
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that all would review this document and feedback any comments to Richard. Action: All 
(iii) Area Board & CATG Meetings: Cllr CS and Cllr JB confirmed that they had recently attended both meetings although there 

were no significant maters arising which directly relate to the parish. 

 

7. Finance Update 
(i) AGAR 20/21: Cllr BM and Cllr CS reported on the outcome of the recent meeting with the auditor and following this, it was agreed 

that Section 2 of the Annual Governance Statement was agreed by all Councillors present and the required consultation period 
for parishioners would now be posted on the village noticeboard and Parish Website for public consultation. Action: Clerk to 
submit the certificate of Exemption to the external auditors by 30/06/2021, Cllr CS to put the documents on the Notice Board 
and Clerk on the Website. 

(ii) May Bank Reconciliation; It was noted that the Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation to the end of May 2021 prior to the 
meeting and the following points were noted; bank balance £28,887.33 (2 unpresented cheques).   

(iii) Budget 2021/22; It was further noted that the Clerk had circulated an update on the annual budget prior to the meeting and there 
were no matters arising.   

(iv) Cheques ratified; Ch. No. 1775 boomCast £660, 1776 NALC/WALC subscription, Ch. No 1782 Lorraine Marlow Internal auditor £50. 
Ch. No. 1783 Mark Goddard Parish Gardener £469.71, Ch. No. 1785 Clerk Expenses £20.20, Ch. No. 1786 Hills Waste Solutions Ltd 
(Burial Ground bin) £162.89 All Agreed. 
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8.  Projects and Activities Update 
(i) Salt/Grit Bins: Cllr CS confirmed that an order had been placed for a new 200ltr salt bin for Vicarage Lane at a cost of £145 (plus 

VAT). There was no further update with regards to an additional salt bin to cover the new development and it was agreed that Cllr 
CS would pursue Greensquare for a response to his previous communication. Action Cllr CS 

(ii) Easterton Community Fibre Partnership update: Cllr AC provided an update on this project and noted that he is currently awaiting 
a response from BT Openreach as to where the responsibility lies with regards to the delivery of the project as this was unclear 
from the information that had been provided to date. In the meantime, a draft circular has been prepared and it is hoped that this 
will be issued to parishioners by mid-summer. Action: Cllr AC 
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9. Highways and Byways Issues 
(i) BT cover at junction to Kings Road off the B3098: It was noted that this is scheduled to be undertaken by BT on 17th June 2021 
(ii) A360/C20 Black Dog Crossroads: Cllr CS and Cllr JB reported that they had recently attended a Zoom meeting which had been 

organised by Wiltshire Cllr DM to encourage views on this project from the various parishes in the area. Cllr JB’s report and plan, 
as had been previously circulated was discussed in detail and it was noted that this was very similar to the solutions that had 
been suggested by Atkins within their report. All agreed that this was a good proposal and should form the basis of the Council’s 
response to the consultation. However, Cllr AC noted that he felt that the suggestions would not address the safety issues which 
are caused due to the disparity between the speed of vehicles on the different classification of roads. He therefore suggested that 
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this issue could be addressed by the incorporation of slip roads, particularly for vehicles turning left from the Broadway or left 
onto the Broadway from the A360, thereby allowing traffic to merge at speeds similar to the respective roads. That being said, it 
was agreed the Cllr JB’s report and plan should be submitted to Market Lavington PC. Action: Clerk 

(iii) EAST 14; Cllr RB still awaits the signs from WC. It was agreed that a request to escalate this issue may need to be submitted if a response 
from Wiltshire Council is not received soon. Action: Cllr RB to follow up if required 

(iv) EAST 17 & 18; Cllr RB expressed his frustration about the lack of response he has had to countless emails and phone calls to Paul Millard 
(WC). It was unanimously agreed that this was particularly disappointing given the effort that Cllr RB had gone to in liaising with all interested 
parties to reach an agreeable resolution to this problem. It was therefore agreed that Cllr RB should seek to escalate the issue with WC by 
writing to Paul Millard’s manager with a copy to Cllr DM. Action: Cllr RB 

(VI) Parish Steward (PS); Cllr AS reported on the completion of the clearance of the paths at the Market Lavington end of the village and 
expressed his gratitude to Kevan who he thought was doing an excellent job. Parishioners are reminded that any requests for attention on 
small highways jobs should be email to; anthonysnook@tiscali.co.uk  

(VII) Parish Gardener; Cllr AS noted that the recent bad weather had delayed progress on clearing/mowing the Rights of Way and that the 
Gardener was now struggling to cope with the speed at which the weeds and grass is growing.  
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10.  Environmental Issues 
(i) Streams/drains update; Cllr CS reported on the appointment of the new flood warden for the High Street (Bill Huxley) and Mrs 

Turner commented on the fact that Mr Huxley had already made himself known to a number of the residents who live adjacent to 
the stream. Cllr CS went on to report that it had been suggested that an addition warden should be sought to cover Eastcott, 
however it was agreed that further clarification was required as to the requirements of this role. Action: It was therefore agreed 
that Cllr CS would discuss the matter with Ron Crook.  

(ii) Easterton Flood Catchment Assessment: Due to time constraints it was agreed that this item would be deferred to the next 
meeting. Action: Clerk to diary for July meeting 

(iii) Emergency Plan update June 2021: It was noted that Ron Crook was yet to make the amendments which had been suggested as 
part of the previous review. It was agreed the Cllr CS would follow this up as he was aware an updated version had been sent to the 
Clerk. Action: Cllr CS 
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 Reminder: 
Next Meeting on 19th July 2021 at 7.30pm – Village Hall. 
Litter Pick Saturday 21st August 10am Village Hall 
 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm.  Gillian Tatum, Clerk to Easterton Parish Council    clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com     Tel 07979866387    02/07/2021 

mailto:anthonysnook@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com

