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Easterton Parish Council Meeting Monday 17th May 2021 at 7.30 p.m.   

Minutes Present: Cllr Chris Saunders(CS) (Chair), Cllr Ben Myerscough (BM) (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Anthony Snook (AS), Cllr Judy Boyt (JB) Cllr Richard Brooks (RB), 

and Cllr Andy Colley (AC).  In attendance: Gillian Tatum Clerk, Wiltshire Cllr Dom Muns and 5 Parishioners.  The meeting started at 7.30pm. 

1.  Elections of the New Council 
There was one nomination for the position of Chairman Cllr Chris Saunders, proposed by Cllr BM, seconded by Cllr JB, unanimous support. 
The Clerk congratulated Chris and he signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office for the post of Chairman. 
There was one nomination for the position of Vice-Chairman Cllr Ben Myerscough, proposed by Cllr JB, seconded by Cllr CS, unanimous support.   
The Clerk congratulated Ben and he signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office for the post of Vice-Chairman. 

 

2. Matters of the New Council   
3. Absence Apologies and Declaration of Interests   Apologies: Cllr Sarah Bates (SB). Members are bound by the provisions of the Code of Conduct and 

are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests; Cllr RB noted interest in item 6 PL/2021/03057 (related to the applicant). 
Action 
Resp. 

4. Minutes of the Virtual Parish Council Meeting 15th March 2021. The minutes were agreed by all and signed by the Chair as a true record.  
3. Adjournment & Welcome to the Public.  

A Parishioner, wished to thank the Parish Council for all their hard work during the last 12 months (it was over 15 months since we were meeting in 
the Village Hall) in response to COVID-19.  She wanted to raise the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2020 the idea of tree planting and hoped that the 
Parish Council would be participating.   
Chair responded by also thanking Victoria Turner and Jonathon Turner for all their volunteer work during COVID-19,  support and instrumental in 
ensuring excellent communications across the Parish with the boomCast system.  He was sure that the PC would look at the Queens’ Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations and initiatives in due course. (Action: Clerk to diary for meeting). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

4. Planning Matters : New Planning Applications 
1. PL/2021/04247 Tree Pruning in Conservation Area, Brambles End, 24 Haywards Place, Easterton  

Councillors had no overall objections for this proposal to pruning branches overhanging the property boundary but wanted to raise concerns; 
that the applicant had not appeared to involve a qualified arboriculture specialist, that pruning one side of a tree will off balance it and 
normally pruning would be undertaken on the trees other side, that the applicant did not own the trees concerned as they are situated on 
the adjacent side of the footpath away from the property and hoped that the pruning would take place not within the nesting season. They 
expressed concern that Wiltshire Council were still considering this application without clarification on the points raised. 

2. PL/2021/03420 35 Oak Lane, Easterton Demolition and creation of new Porch 
After consideration of this application, Councillors had no objection to this proposal for the demolition and creation of a new porch. 

3. 3.          PL/2021/03554  15,Willoughbys,White Street, Easterton pruning of trees in Conservation Area  
Councillors noted that this was a repeat application after former tree pruning works at the property and an effort to spare the 2 specific trees 
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which are now no longer healthy and require attention.  Resolved; No Objection. 
4. PL/2021/03243 Fiddington Farm, Easterton Sands, SN10 4PT Removal/Variation of condition 3 of 16/10667/FUL (Construction of new 

equestrian facilities – stables, open barn, office, groom’s flat, horse walker and outdoor arena) to read the occupation of the dwelling shall 
be limited to a person solely and mainly working, or last working, in the locality in the business occupying the plot edged red on the 
attached plan, or a widow or widower of such a person, and any resident dependents. 
This application was to remove the reference to the specific company trading name “Kelanne Stud” as the applicant (and owner) is looking to 
retire shortly and looking to sell the business premises.  As such the new owner purchasing the Farm and associated equestrian buildings and 
facilities will bring their own business name and so the Kelanne Stud would not be retained.  This application is therefore to change the 
condition to allow that to happen to allow a new business name.  Councillors resolved no objection to the proposed change. 

5. PL/2021/04589 Platts Farm, 11 White Street, Easterton, SN10 4NZ Works to Trees in a conservation area 
 It was acknowledged that the Holly Tree had grown out of all proportion and Councillors had no objection to its pruning. 

6. PL/2021/03057 PL/2021/03057 Land at NewSide Farm, Urchfont, Wilts SN10 4RJ Retrospective change of use from Agricultural to 
Commercial Use of lean-to section of building.  This application had been submitted following complaints made to the Parish Council 
covering the making of a new grass runway on agricultural land cutting across Bridleway 26 and the subsequent use of microlight aircraft on 
the new runway crossing the bridleway Easterton 26 and then liaison with the Enforcement Officers at Wiltshire Council who ascertained that 
the barn in the vicinity was being used for maintenance and flying of light aircraft without planning permission. The Parish Council had been 
particularly worried about the impact on equestrian users of the bridleway.  It was noted during consideration of the application that; in 
addition to the lean-to element of the barn, aircraft are also parked in the remaining part of the barn, there was no mention of fuels and oil 
storage on the application (storage of hazardous substances) and Councillors were concerned due to the safety of storage with hay/straw 
store being adjacent, clarification was required for the true extent of the building to be used. The plans and location maps submitted on the 
application do not show the close proximity of the bridleway and the relationship to both the runway and the buildings.  On the ground it can 
be seen that there is clear conflict with the runway and the bridleway and any aircraft landing or taking off will effectively obstruct the 
bridleway and present a danger to riders and walkers, it was noted hours of working were8-6pm Monday to Friday and 9-5 Saturdays but 
Councillors believed it has been operating also on Sundays.  It was resolved; Object; reasons; insufficient or incorrect information contained 
in the application (these include; the extent of the barn shown for the use of the activity, currently aircraft are also stored in the remaining 
part of the barn in addition to the lean-to part, hazardous substances such as fuels and oils are stored on site but not indicated in the 
application, in correct hours of working applied for (the Council believe it is currently also being operated on a Sunday)  and there is no plan 
showing the close proximity of bridleway Easterton 26Public Right of Way which will be within the runway and near to the barns for the use 
of the microlight).  The application has not covered how it will protect users of the bridleway from the use of the runway by aircraft landing 
and taking off from the site and the Parish Council consider this an obstructive use to the bridleway presenting a dangerous impact on 
potential users of riders and walkers. 

Action: Parish Clerk to upload resolutions for each planning application to Wiltshire Council Planning Portal 
7.       Advance notice by 1st Lavington Sea Scout Group on consultation of Scout Hut, high street  It was resolved that Cllr JB will attend one of the 

one day sessions (12th,13th & 20th June 2021) to view the consultation proposals and feedback to the June meeting.  Other Cllrs will try and 
visit if possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr JB 
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8. Planning Enforcements; Applestore confirmed by Wiltshire Council everything is in order, Microlight activity impact on Bridleway subject of 
planning application PL/2021/03057.  No outstanding matters therefore remain. 

Past Matters; Strawberry Fields 
Chair reported 2 outstanding matters; (i) Outfall to the stream; the Flood working Group have now agreed with GreenSquare Group (GSG) 
the design of the outfall required to protect adjacent gardens with Richard Williams (Engineer) and it was now with the Salisbury Diocese 
who own the land to obtain permission for St. Barnabus Church  and (ii) groundwork to the steps a plan had been submitted January and 
planting carried out in March and despite many weeks of not watering the plants were recovering.  Cllr SB (unfortunately absent) had noted 
the loss of Cherry Tree and been trying to follow up with Site Manager Simon Kay, Chair will follow up.  GSG have confirmed 10 further 
houses are to be built up to Feb/March 2022. 

 
 
 
 
Cllr CS 

5. Correspondence and Communication 
(i) COVID-19 Volunteer Assistance; A recent assistance this week, and volunteers continue to support their “buddy’s”.  
(ii) boomCast; Cllr AS reported last couple of weeks some failures with message delivery but he continues to follow up the technical issues.  

He asked new Cllr AC to cover any new residents in Eastcott as well as all fellow Cllrs to support any changes noticed (houses sold new 
residents etc.) to keep the database updated.  He encourages anyone not on the system to please contact him or do so via the website 
http://eastertonpc.org.uk/boomcast/ 

(iii)  Echoes/Website; Cllr JB reported she is working on the next issue at present, and again any articles/news etc. to please contact her 
judy@judyboyt.com  or via the website; http://eastertonpc.org.uk/the-easterton-echoes-newsletter/.   
Clerk to update website taking out Cllr BB and put in new Cllr AC and add our new Wiltshire Councillor Dominic Muns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6 Governance & Procedures 
(i) Register of Interest completion requirement; Clerk had reminded Councillors it was a legal duty following the election to update the 

Wiltshire Register of Interest and had sent details to new Cllr AC to undertake.  Several Councillors had updated their details.  Action: 
Cllrs to update their register as required, inform Clerk and new Cllr AC to complete the register. 

(ii) Specialist Areas for Councillors; the Clerk outlined the current responsibility list and with the start of the new Council following the 
election there is an opportunity to review responsibilities and ensure spread of duties across all Councillors. Cllr RB volunteered to 
update the categories for the list and distribute for all Councillors to review and volunteer their chosen responsibilities. Action: Cllr RB 
to follow up the list of responsibilities for Councillors. 

 
 
ALL 
 
 
 
Cllr RB 

7. Finance Update 
(i) AGAR (Annual Governance Statement) 2020/21. The AGAR forms had previously been distributed to all Councillors prior to the meeting for 

approval at this meeting is Section 1 which verifies a sound system of internal control including arrangements for the preparation of the 
Accounting Statements.  Agreed by all Councillors and signed by the Chairman.  Section 2 of the form is currently with the internal auditor and 
Cllr BM and the Clerk (Finance Officer) are due to meet with her next week. 

(ii) April Bank Reconciliation; Clerk ran through the figures; the first instalment of the precept had been received bank balance £30,091.46 (4 
unpresented cheques).  Budget Update; Clerk reported spend for the new financial year totals £3,013.33 including the purchase of a new 
Notice Board (attached to the Bus Shelter) renewal of the boomCast system and professional subscriptions to our Wiltshire and National Local 
Council Associations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eastertonpc.org.uk/boomcast/
mailto:judy@judyboyt.com
http://eastertonpc.org.uk/the-easterton-echoes-newsletter/
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(iii) Cheques ratified; Ch. No. 1775 boomCast £660, 1776 NALC/WALC subscription £228.05, Ch. No 1777 HMRC PAYE £174.74 Ch. No. 1779 
£27.60 Clerk Expenses, Ch. No. 1780 £99.93 Clerk Salary (new Standing Order currently being set up).Ch. No. 1781 BHIB Insurance £449.64 

8.  Projects and Activities Update 
(i) Litter Pick for the Parish; Cllr BM has suggested we reinstate the litter pick now that COVID-19 regulations are relaxing and had noticed some 

increase in litter in the last couple of weeks across the Parish.  After discussion it was agreed to hold a Litter Pick on Saturday 21st August at 
10am (meet at Village Hall). Cllr JB to put a “save the date” in the next Echoes.  It was hoped that this effort would be carried out prior to the 
forthcoming Fete on August Bank Holiday. Chair noted the great actions of a young volunteer as part of his Duke of Edinburgh Scheme was 
litter picking in Easterton but had had to stop due to COVID -19 and hoped he would be able to continue soon. Action: Cllr JB to include event 
in the Echoes. 

(ii) Salt/Grit Bins – Cllr CS has been in liaison with GSG re siting a bin at the corner of Vicarage lane with Kings Road but it was ascertained that 
they needed permission from Wiltshire Council which is being pursued, they will provide this at their cost.  Action: It was agreed to go ahead 
and purchase one additional bin for bottom of Vicarage Lane, Cllr CS will order the bin (costs agreed last meeting).  

(iii) Energy/Sustainability Project – no feedback from parishioners from the APM presentation. 
(iv) Wiltshire Climate Strategy – no immediate answers possible to the questions posed but Wiltshire Cllr DM will feed back following the 

commencement of meetings and areas of responsibilities being decided at Wiltshire to help direct us for more information.  It was known that 
there is interest in electric charging points for cars to help reduce carbon locally. 

(v) Easterton and Eastcott Parish Community Fibre Partnership;  Cllr AC outlined that the application needs to be Parish based now and the next 
step is to firm up the number of householders interested to work out the potential cost and funding available (based upon potential update).  
He also stated that the Dept. for Culture, Media and Sport is where we apply for funding and the rights to opt in to receive the right for 
vouchers.  We are awaiting a whole Parish estimated cost from Openreach.  Action: Cllr AC to produce short summary information for 
boomCast and website distribution for all residents 

 
 
 
 
Cllr JB 
 
 
 
Cllr CS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr AC 

9. Highways and Byways Issues 
(i) Parking issue; Taxi parked on junction of B3098 opposite the Royal Oak Public House; the owner of the taxi concerned was in attendance at 

the meeting and explained that when her taxi was not parked in that location other car users parked there especially associated with opening 
hours of the public house and that she also suffered with other car users parking in front of her garage and blocking this.  She understood that 
her parking of her vehicle, due to its size, may cause some difficulty but it was a public highway and unrestricted allowing her to park there.  
The problem was discussed by Councillors who had sympathy with the owner but also had concerns about the difficulty of manoeuvring for 
cars to leave the High Street and enter and leave Oak Lane.  There was no easy solution for the problem, Cllr CS said white lines had been 
investigated in the past but Wiltshire Council had confirmed that the High Street did not meet the necessary criteria.  An idea about 
temporarily no parking cones was felt unenforceable.  A request to highlight to the Public House to advertise their car park more clearly to 
direct cars away from parking on the High Street was also suggested. A proposal to investigate the use of double yellow lines to stop all parking 
in this area was agreed as a way forward to investigate with CATG (the Wiltshire Community Area Traffic Group) which would help stop the 
garage being blocked and stop anyone parking directly opposite the junction.  It was also acknowledged that there are other traffic parking 
issues in Easterton and “blind spots” and difficulty in turning off, such as Kings Road but that this issue was a priority.  Action: Cllr CS to raise 
the issue at the next CATG meeting.  Cllrs thanked the taxi owner for taking the time to attend the meeting and openly discuss the issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr CS 
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(ii) BT cover in the middle of the road by the junction to Kings Road off the B3098; this has been reported on the My WiltsApp several times 
and has been listed as “High Priority Urgent list” but still not fixed.  Action: Cllr CS will chase again 
(iii) A360/C20 Black Dog Crossroads; Easterton Views on options for improvement; Cllrs had received the proposals circulated previously as 
part of multi-parish consultation on the issue.  Cllr JB had reviewed in detail and commented that the proposals ranged from expensive to very 
expensive and she was not convinced that the provision of traffic lights or a roundabout would not solve the problem anyway.   Cllr JB and Cllr 
AC suggested that it concentrate on improving sight lines in the area, re-aligning fencing and drop verges and curbs and the inclusion of rumble 
strips to reduce the speed of vehicles approaching the junction this could have an equal benefit at much reduced cost. Shell grips were also 
mentioned as a different surface to help drivers reduce speed. Cllr DM asked if Easterton PC could liaise with the adjoining Parish Councils to try 
and get a consensus opinion for the proposals. Action; Cllrs JB/AC to lead response to feedback our view on the proposals and suggestion for 
improvements. 

(vi) Parish Gardener;  the proposed contractual quote (previously distributed to Councillors) was formally approved and it was noted that if no 
standing order payment was possible then cheques to be paid below £500 to allow input via phone app. Action: Clerk to action payment 
when appropriate, Cllr AS will continue to manage works carried out on PC’s behalf. 

 
Cllr CS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/Cllr 
AS 

10.  Environmental Issues 
(i) Streams/drains update & Cllr responsibility; Cllr CS outlined that the EA specialist , Peter Stone, has offered to present to the PC about 

Easterton Catchment Assessment, having recently mapped all the drainage channels to help farmers to improve the drainage system and to help 
protect residents from flooding. Clerk to invite for the 21st June meeting.  It was recognised that although Cllr SB had offered to take up the duty 
of checking the streams after Cllr BB’s retirement, it was a key task as Flood Warden to undertake and 2 neighbours of Cllr BB have offered to 
help with this task.  Cllr CS will work on a flood warden brief to the help the volunteers. A parishioner at the meeting also kindly agreed to clear 
the stream screen this weekend and will liaise with BB directly.  It was also noted that the flood panel’s rubber needs replacing and that it will be 
the landowners’ responsibility each to undertake this and bear the cost. Action: Cllr CS will produce the Flood Warden Brief and also liaise with 
Cllr SB. Clerk to invite speaker to next meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr CS/SB 
Clerk 

 Next Meeting 21st June at 7.30pm at the Village Hall (Covid-19 rules permitting)  
 
The virtual meeting closed at 9.21 pm.  Gillian Tatum, Clerk to Easterton Parish Council    clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com     Tel 07979866387    19/05/2021 

mailto:clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com

