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Easterton Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 18th July 2022 at 7.30 p.m. 

                            Minutes 

Present: Cllr C Saunders, Cllr B Myerscough, Cllr J Boyt, Cllr S Rance, Cllr D Muns, 

Clerk S-J Bullock 
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Declaration of interests: 0 
Apologies: Cllr R Brooks, Cllr A Snook, Cllr A Colley. 

 

3 Minutes of the previous meeting to be adopted and signed by the 
presiding chairman: Approved and signed. 

 

4 Adjournment. Welcome to the public. (Max 3 minutes per question, 20 
minutes in total): Two residents present.  A resident expressed her dismay 
that council had previously discussed potential unplanned development in 
the parish (Eastcott) and explained that it is a substantial replacement 
fence, within the garden, to protect the walkway from high winds suffered 
in the area and not a structure requiring planning permission.  The chairman 
apologised on behalf of the council for publishing a note in the previous 
minutes drawing attention to this as possible unplanned development, 
whereas a simple personal approach would have clarified the position. 
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Planning Applications: 
    PL/2022/04947 – 15 High Street – Crown raise ash tree to clear pub roof. 
Councillors RESOLVED no objection. 
    PL/2022/04955 – 17 High Street – Fell two Juniper trees and pollard one 
bay tree. Councillors RESOLVED no objection. 
    PL/2022/05495 – 55 High Street – Prune weeping willow which has 
engulfed the garden and is venturing into next doors garden. Councillors 
RESOLVED no objection. 
Past Planning Issues: Strawberry Fields; outstanding issues.  Cllr C Saunders 
gave an update to council, remedial work to the outfall to the stream has 
been completed, however, contractors have left rubble on the bank. Cllr C 
Saunders will ask for it to be removed.  The planting around the steps to 
Strawberry Fields has been tidied up and looks much better.  The on-going 
ground maintenance plan by Green Square to be confirmed. 

 

7 Update from Wiltshire Councillor Dominic Muns: - Cllr D Muns informed 
councillors that Wiltshire Council has unused funds assigned for Covid 
assistance which have now been reassigned for additional road works, gully 
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cleaning and litter enforcement.  Commenting on the erratic rubbish 
collection recently, he explained that Hills were having difficulties securing 
sufficient staff to manage the usual rounds at present. Hills hope to resolve 
the situation soon. Cllr D Muns said that he was pleased that the Atkins 
proposal to rectify the Black Dog junction took into account local opinion 
but was disappointed that the report took so long to be produced. 
Regarding the potential relocation of the Co-op, he said that this may be 
influenced by the neighbour plan. Market Lavington residents will be 
consulted. 

8 Governance Issues 
8.1 Assign lead roles to councillors – DEFERRED until more councillors 
present. 

 

9 Correspondence and Communication  
9.1 boomCast update – Cllr A Snook, not present but previously reported 
that there was little response to the request for parish steward jobs. 
9.2 Echoes update – Cllr J Boyt, nothing to report. 
9.3 Request for donation from Easterton, Market Lavington & Urchfont Link 
Scheme.  Councillors RESOLVED to donate £50.00. 
9.4 Cllr C Saunders received an informal request for a donation the village 
fete. Councillors approved a donation of £100.00, subject to a formal 
request and an explanation of how the funds will be used. 

 

10 Finance Update 
10.1 Bank Reconciliation & budget – Cllr C Saunders, Cllr B Myerscough & 
Clerk. Copies of the cash book and summary reports from Scribe accounts 
have been disseminated. Chairman and Vice-chair to have sight of bank 
statements to compare with the cash book and comply with financial 
regulations. 
10.2 Consider purchasing a council laptop for use by the clerk.  DEFERRED to 
allow for further research into suitable laptop. 
10.3 Payments approved:  
1. Mark Goddard instalment to be paid in August £460.00 (inc. VAT) 
2. Mark Goddard instalment to be paid in September £460.00 (inc. VAT) 
3. Website hosting & maintenance £200.00 
4. David Owen internal audit £780.00 (inc. VAT) 
5. David Owen payroll (Qtr. + 1 month) £120.00 (inc. VAT) 
3. Administration expenses (HWA, ink & mileage) £46.04 
4. Staff wages. 
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Projects and Activities Updates 
11.1 Easterton Community Fibre Partnership Update: Cllr A Colley – Not 
present. 
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11.2 Jubilee Tree Project – Cllr B Myerscough. Cllrs C Saunders and B 
Myerscough to view potential sites for tree planting. 
11.3 Allotments at Cemetery Land- Cllr J Boyt – There has been little 
interest from residents regarding the proposed allotments, councillors will 
consider alternative uses for the land. 
11.4 Energy: Cllr J Boyt, nothing to report. 
11.5 Defibrillator lease renewal – Cllr B Myerscough. Councillors RESOLVED 
that Cllr B Myerscough should sign the agreement with Southwest 
Ambulance Service, to extend the lease for the current defibrillator at the 
pub and for an additional unit at the other end of the village. Both 
defibrillator cases will be replaced with updated versions and the second 
unit will require an electrical installation. 
11.6 St Barnabus School – New councillor S Rance will be liaising with the 
school and reporting to the council. 

12 Highways and Byways Issues 
12.1 Kings Road surface condition - Cllr C Saunders reported that work to fill 
the enormous potholes at the start of Kings Road has been completed. 
12.2 Rights of Way updates – Cllr R Brooks – Not present. 
12.3 Parish Gardener update: Cllr A Snook – Passed on a quote from the 
Mark Goddard & Sons for work in White Street and the cemetery.  
Councillors RESOLVED to accept the quote for the verge in White Street but 
require more quotes for the cemetery work due to the cost and financial 
regulations requirements. 
12.4 Parish Steward update: no requests. 

 

13 Environmental Issues  
13.1 Easterton Flood Catchment Assessment: ongoing. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.15pm. 
 

 

 Next meeting: 19th September 2022 
  

 

 

 

 

Signed:                                                                                                Dated: 
 


