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!There are no strangers living here, only friends that you have yet to meet.”

THE NEXT PARISH MEETING: 16TH JANUARY 2023 AT 7.30 PM IN THE GARDEN ROOM AT THE 
VILLAGE HALL
For any further information or if you would like to attend the meeting please contact the Parish Clerk.   

Email: clerk.easterton.pc@gmail.com      Mobile: 07437 857501

The Holly and the Ivy
The Guides

We Three Kings
Trinity Church

In the Bleak Midwinter
Easterton Village Hall

O Christmas Tree
Easterton Sewing Bees

The Twelve Days 
of Christmas
The Museum

Hark!  The Herald
Angels Sing

The Community Choir

While Shepherds Watched their
Flocks by Night

Women’s Institute

Away in a Manger

St Barnabas
School

The Tuesday 
Club

Christmas Tree Festival in St Barnabas Church
This was a huge success with nine beautiful, individual and unique decorated trees.  The winner of 
the public tree vote was the Community Choir tree, Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, and the winner 
of the church vote was The Tuesday Club with its Away in a Manger tree.  Over the weekend the 
Festival raised £270 which goes towards church funds.

http://www.eastertonpc.org.uk
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How long have you lived in Easterton?
Since June 2021

What brought you to Easterton?
We wanted a change, we moved here from Sandhurst.  
We loved Wiltshire but we didn’t know where we 
wanted to be in Wiltshire and we then found Easterton 
on Rightmove.

How would you describe your life in nine words?
Happy, loved, fulfilled, family, friends, blessed, busy, 
well travelled

Where were you born?
Portsmouth

Education, where did you go to school/college/
university?
Moreton House in Petersfield (primary school), then 
St. Margaret’s in Midhurst for my GCSEs and Havant 
College for my A Levels.

Family, tell us a bit about your family
I live with my husband Matt and two daughters, Sophie 
and Molly who are eleven and eight.  I have a brother, 
James, who is two and a half years younger than me, 
my parents are in Liss and my brother and his wife and 
son and daughter are in Chichester.

What is your greatest achievement?
My daughters

If you could acquire any talent, what would it be?
If it were a superpower then to be able to fly.  I would 
also love to be an amazing actress.

Who, in history, do you admire the most?
All the servicemen who fought for their country during 
the two World Wars.

What is/was your favourite/most interesting job?
Before we moved here I worked for eleven years for 
Fluor, a company that manages engineering and oil 
and gas projects around the world.  I had a range of 
roles in HR and admin which involved a fair amount of 
travel to the Middle East and many other places on a 
number of different assignments.  I worked with many 
people from all  over the world.  It was so interesting 
seeing how everything in a project comes together in 
the different stages.

What is your favourite occupation/hobby?
Crochet and I really enjoy arranging events like big 
family parties.

Do you have a favourite composer or piece of 
music?
Ed Sheeran and Yiruma - I just love a big mixture of 
music.

What’s your favourite film/TV programme?
Love Actually is my favourite Christmas movie.

If you could eat only one thing for the rest of your 
days, what would it be?
Chocolate

Is there a plant/flower that is a particular favourite 
and why?
Sweet peas and also dahlias which were my 
grandfather’s favourite flowers.

If you could be anywhere else in the world, where 
would it be?
In Central Park in New York. 

How have the last few COVID months been for 
you?
Overall we found the lockdowns tough with not being 
able to see family members.  I was worried about 
Covid for my parents.

WHAT’S YOUR STORY?

SAMANTHA RANCE

as told to Kate Dilnott-Cooper

Samantha is a member of the Easterton Parish Council

http://www.eastertonpc.org.uk
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KEEPING WARM – A SURVEYOR’S POINT OF VIEW
This isn’t going to be a general advice piece – warm the person, not the room and the like – because that’s not 
something I know much about. But as a retired charted surveyor there are some suggestions I do feel qualified 
to make.
The first in the irritating “heat or eat” headline. I’m certain there are people who can afford to buy food only if 
they keep the heating off, but it is dangerous to suggest many more of us should make that decision, especially 
the implication that ovens should be kept off. The majority of the heat a cooker produces goes in the kitchen 
and yes, the hotter something is the faster it will cool, but turn the radiator off in the kitchen and get cooking. 
Eating hot food uses less energy than cold food and surely everyone knows to cook more than you need and 
freeze it for another day. Microwaving it will use next to no power.

On the hob, heating pans with lids on can use up to 75% less energy than leaving them off. It also minimises 
water vapour getting into the room, which in turn leads to the dreaded black mould. This grows on the 
condensation that finds its way, initially at least, onto the coldest surfaces: the bottom of an outside wall 
(leading to the myth of rising damp), old concrete lintels above doors, and window glazing. The average family 
of four generate enough water vapour to produce about a bucketful of water every week – and it has to go 
somewhere. It also makes you feel cold, especially in a draught – which can include next to a window, where 
warm air at the top of the glass cools rapidly and falls to the sill. So don’t be afraid to keep curtains drawn, and 
do wipe any condensation from windows.

But the thing every house should have is a dehumidifier. Yes, that’s another £200 to find but they are cheap to 
run – between 5p and 15p an hour – and will make your home healthier and warmer. It’s best to run them when 
the heating’s on, because that’s when the most moisture will be held in the air and is easiest to capture.

One of the reasons for the black mould growing on its beloved condensation is our lifestyles. Heating comes on 
before we get up, people shower and put the kettle on making sure there’s as much water in the air as possible. 
Then everybody leaves the house and the heating goes off, the air cools and cannot support the water it’s 
carrying which has to find a new home as condensation. So use that dehumidifier (placed ideally next to your 
shower room upstairs because damp air rises) and ideally set a timer to turn it off half an hour or so after the 
heating’s gone off.

And don’t believe the old wives’ tale that it’s better to have the heating on low constantly rather than on high 
when you need it, unless you live in a radically insulated Eco home. Like a bucket with a hole in it which you 
can convince yourself is perfectly serviceable by putting it under a slow running tap, heat gets out of houses at 
a fair old rate. Heat the rooms you need when you need it. 

Finally a radical suggestion: if you have a bath, don’t empty it until the water’s become cold. You paid to heat it, 
so don’t just pour that heat source down the drain. Water is incredibly good at storing heat, so take advantage 
of the fact with - of course - support from your new dehumidifier. Greg Pullen

Household batteries to be collected as part of Wiltshire kerbside 
recycling service 

Wiltshire now collect small household batteries as part of our kerbside recycling service. Put batteries in clear, 
sealed sandwich bags on top of your blue lidded bin and they will be collected for recycling. 
NEVER PUT BATTERIES IN ANY OF YOUR BINS  

The batteries you can put out for collection are D, C, AA, AAA, 9V and button-type batteries  
NEVER PUT BATTERIES IN ANY OF YOUR BINS 

Every year hundreds of fires at waste facilities across the country are linked to batteries thrown out in the bin. 
Help us to stop fires and keep staff safe by never placing batteries inside your bin. 

http://www.eastertonpc.org.uk
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ST BARNABAS CHURCH NEWS
Churchwardens Sue Allen  Tel: 01380 813603  or email: sue.allen331@googlemail.com 

Sue Somerville Tel: 01380 812538 or email:  suesomerville22@hotmail.com
Friday 23rd December  Christingle Service 4.00pm St Barnabas Church
Sunday 25th December Christmas Day Parish Communion  09.15am
January 1st 2023 Benefice Communion 10.30am West Lavington Church
Please note there is no Christmas Eve service at St Barnabas Church Easterton this year.
For more information of services in the area go to www.lavingtonchurch.org 

WILTSHIRE WELLBEING HUB IS HERE TO PROVIDE 
COST-OF-LIVING ADVICE AND SUPPORT

Our Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub is here to provide support and advice to anyone who might need it as a 
result of the cost-of-living crisis.
The hub was originally set-up at the start of the pandemic to provide information and advice. Anyone 
can access the hub and it can provide confidential advice, information and signposting from our 
friendly team to help with the current high cost-of-living.
People can call the hub on:
Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm and Friday from 9am to 4pm on Tel: 0300 003 4576 
or email wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk. 
The opening hours will continue to be regularly reviewed depending on demand.
We also have a range of support and advice on our dedicated cost of living webpages. It contains 
information on council tax and benefits, energy advice, housing information, mental health support, 
local practical help, and support available for businesses. The council’s recently launched interactive 
community directory can also be found there, which contains details of other warm spaces in the 
county as well as community food providers
click on this link for Wiltshire Council: cost of living support on wiltshire.gov.uk website

HOW CAN YOU HELP ROUGH SLEEPERS?
What do you do when you see someone sleeping rough?
How can you really help someone when you're not sure the best way to do it?
Wiltshire Council are offering advice to people on what they can do to support anyone they 
see sleeping rough on the streets and how you can provide real support.
If you see someone on the streets, you can provide details to StreetLink which connects rough 
sleepers with local services that can support them. StreetLink will provide the council with details so 
officers can talk to the rough sleeper, help them find a warm place to stay and offer ongoing support.
People are also encouraged to donate to local charities in Wiltshire, which directly help those in 
need.
With temperatures falling we've also activated our Severe Weather Emergency Provision. If you 
are sleeping rough, or you know someone who is, let us know on Tel: 0300 456 0100 so we can 
provide accommodation and support. 

https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=3227ac15b3&e=98c7e020c7
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=3227ac15b3&e=98c7e020c7
mailto:sue.allen331@googlemail.com
mailto:suesomerville22@hotmail.com
http://www.lavingtonchurch.org
mailto:wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=c83c2651d4&e=98c7e020c7
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=31244c5420&e=98c7e020c7
http://www.eastertonpc.org.uk
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Easterton Parish Council Community 
Support

The Volunteer Programme is here to help 
anyone. Please contact any of us below 
for help 
Cllr Anthony Snook 07831 116136 
anthonysnook2@gmail.com 
Briony Clarke 07976 798196
briony@padesk.com
Victoria Turner 07725 269718
victoria@badgerswood.net

THE ECHOES IS YOUR NEWSLETTER  AND 
NEEDS YOU AND YOUR NEWS

Judy Boyt  Email: judy@judyboyt.com  Anthony 
Snook  Email: anthonysnook2@gmail.comVictoria 
Turner Email: victoria@badgerswood.net. Kate 
Dilnott-Cooper Email: kate@dilper.co.uk

LINK GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
The Link scheme is looking for more 
volunteers to help drive people to their 
appointments. 
ANYONE NEEDING A LIFT TO SURGERY, 
HOSPITAL, SHOPPING OR JUST A 
HELPING HAND  in the Easterton, Market 
Lavington & Urchfont area, please contact 
the Link Coordinator: Tel: 01380 812755

COMMUNITY POLICING 
Community Support 
Officer
Paula Yarranton 6015 
Police Community 
Support Officer

Devizes Police Station, 
New Park Street, Devizes. 
Wiltshire. SN10 1DZ
Mob: 07471 029670
Tel: 101 ext. 774 39814

Looking for something different this Christmas - come and enjoy the many fun 
events and activities planned across the county. 
For more information click on link below 

www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/whats-on/christmas

SCHOOL VACANCIES AVAILABLE in WILTSHIRE
Click on this link for full list of jobs in Wiltshire 

STOP PRESS
Change waste collections over Christmas period 

Waste and recycling collections will be delayed by one day over Christmas period, with waste 
collection crews not working on boxing day 26th Dec. 
Garden Waste collections will stop for two weeks over the Christmas period with last collections 
taking place on 23rd December. Collection will resume from. Monday 9th January 2023.

Click here for full list of changes to waste collection over Christmas
Recycle real Christmas trees in your garden waste collection place next to your green bin or 
alternatively make a small donation to charities who collect Christmas trees for more information 
look on the following website. https://just-helping.org.uk/register-tree
Recycle Paper wrapping paper only - use the scrunch test - scrunch the paper and if it stays in a ball 
it can be recycled in your blue lidded bin.

https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/whats-on/christmas
mailto:judy@judyboyt.com
mailto:victoria@badgerswood.net
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=0bedc74d24&e=98c7e020c7
https://just-helping.org.uk/register-tree
tel:07471%20029670
tel:774%2039814
mailto:anthonysnook2@gmail.com
mailto:briony@padesk.com
mailto:victoria@badgerswood.net
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=e8c8bf29a4&e=98c7e020c7
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