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Easterton Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 16th January 2023 at 7.30 p.m. 

                            Minutes 

Present: Cllr C Saunders, Cllr B Myerscough, Cllr J Boyt, Cllr A Snook, Cllr D Muns, 

Clerk S-J Bullock 

 

 
1 
2 

 
Declaration of interests: None 
Apologies: Cllr S Rance, Cllr A Colley 

 

3 Minutes of the previous meeting to be adopted and signed by the 
presiding chairman: Approved and signed. 

 

4 Adjournment. Welcome to the public. (Max 3 minutes per question, 20 
minutes in total): 21 residents present. The chairman Cllr C Saunders began 
the meeting by explaining the previous planning application history for the 
land to the West of Easterton High Street and the current the pre-
application proposal by Silvertown Properties Ltd for five dwellings on 
Halstead Farm Field with access via the Drove off Kings Road. The Drove is a 
narrow single-track byway currently used by walkers and horses, also 
providing access to Woodbine Cottage. The boundary between the Drove 
and Halstead Farm Field is unregistered and currently there does not appear 
to be suitable access to the site, only a right of way via a narrow footpath. 
The chair asked the attending residents for their views on the proposal, 
after lively discussion those in attendance were in overall agreement for the 
council to discuss the proposal for five units with the developers. 
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Planning Applications: None     
Past Planning Issues: Strawberry Fields: outstanding issues.  Nothing to 
report. 
Future Planning issues: Pre-application details relating to the erection of 
five dwelling on land to the West of Easterton High Street, submitted to 
Wiltshire Council to be examined and the council’s initial response made to 
the client’s representative, with or without their presence at the meeting. 
Full presentation/request for feedback to be made to the village when all 
proposals/objections clarified. As discussed with attending residents. 

 

8 Update from Wiltshire Councillor Dominic Muns: There have been two 
more accidents at Black dog junction recently and Highways has now 
handed the decision regarding reducing the speed limit to police. Cllr D 
Muns is encouraged that improvements to the junction are progressing. The 
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councillor said that eighty percent of his current emails relate to pothole 
complaints, however these temporary repairs are the most cost-effective 
measure whilst awaiting resurfacing. All roads are prioritized for resurfacing, 
meaning potholes will continually be refilled until the road surfaces are 
replaced. He recommends that residents use the My Wilts App to report all 
potholes or any other relevant issues, adding that it is also useful to be able 
analyse the data from the App for future reference. 

9 Governance Issues  
9.1 Consider signing Civility and Respect Pledge – all. Councillors concluded 
that it was an unnecessary box ticking exercise. Councillors RESOLVED not to 
sign the pledge. 
9.2 Consider Community Asset Nomination – Cllr A Colley – Councillors 
RESOLVED this this should go ahead. ACTION Cllr A Colley 

 

10 Correspondence and Communication  
10.1 boomCast update – Cllr A Snook thanked the clerk for cross checking 
address lists. 
10.2 Echoes update – Cllr J Boyt – nothing to report. 

 

11 
 

Finance Update 
11.1 Bank Reconciliation & budget – Cllr B Myerscough & Cllr A Colley. 
Copies of the bank reconciliation sheet, statements and Scribe summary 
reports have been disseminated. Cllr C Saunders signed the bank 
reconciliation form to comply with financial regulations. 
Payments approved: 
1. David Owen payroll invoice no: 34157 £90.00 
2. Administration expenses (stamps, ink, miles, HWA) £79.43 
3. Email set-up and maintenance invoice No: 1801081 £113.28 
4. Clerks’ salary  

 

12 Projects and Activities Updates 
12.1 Easterton Gigabyte project: Cllr A Colley – Easterton is low on the list 
so Gigabyte fibre may arrive in 2024. 
12.2 Consider speed watch cameras – Cllr A Colley – Councillors discussed 
the level of speeding in Easterton village and RESOLVED that speed cameras 
were not necessary. 
12.3 Consider tree mapping for TPO’s – Cllr A Colley – Councillors discussed 
this matter and decided they are uncomfortable with placing enforcements 
on resident’s trees – RESOLVED not to map village trees. 
12.4 Jubilee Tree Project – Cllr B Myerscough – Holm Oak is no longer 
imported so unavailable; Cllr B Myerscough suggested a Copper Beech tree 
instead – Councillors RESOLVED to purchase and plant a Copper Beech tree. 
12.5 Allotments at Cemetery land – Cllr J Boyt – nothing to report. 
12.6 Environment and sustainability: Cllr J Boyt – Nothing to report. 
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12.7 Defibrillators – Cllr B Myerscough – A church representative said that 
the church insurance is happy with the proposal to install the second 
defibrillator at the church, but their surveyor and architect is still to 
respond. There will be a defibrillator training event on 2nd March at 7.30pm 
at the village hall, all welcome. 
12.8 St Barnabas School – Cllr S Rance – no report. 
12.9 Consider Coronation and village celebrations – all – letter to village fete 
committee asking if they would like to organise a party.  A resident has 
expressed an interest in organising a village Coronation party. – ACTION – 
Clerk to write to fete committee. 

13 Highways and Byways Issues 
13.1 Kings Road surface condition - Cllr C Saunders - ongoing. 
13.2 Rights of Way updates – Cllr R Brooks has a list of footpath issues to 
discuss with Paul Millard when they meet in January. 
13.3 Parish Gardener update: Cllr A Snook – After discussion councillors 
RESOLVED that the clerk would ask Mark Goddard to update on work done 
to be reported at each meeting. 
13.4 Parish Steward update- Cllr A Snook – Mr Batt is currently on paternity 
leave.  
 

 

  
Other information (motions for next agenda.) 
 
Meeting closed at 9.15pm. 
 
 
 
 

 

 Next meeting: 20th February 2023 
  

 

 

 

 

Signed:                                                                                                Dated: 
 


