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Easterton Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 20th March 2023 at 7.30 p.m. 

                            Minutes 
Present: Cllr C Saunders, Cllr D Muns, Cllr B Myerscough, Cllr J Boyt, Cllr A Snook,  
Cllr S Rance, Cllr A Colley, Cllr R Brooks, Clerk S-J Bullock 

 
 
1 
2 

 
Declaration of interest: Cllr C Saunders – village hall 
Apologies: 0 

 

3 Minutes of the previous meeting to be adopted and signed by the presiding 
chairman: Approved and signed. 

 

4 Adjournment. Welcome to the public. (Max 3 minutes per question, 20 minutes 
in total): 31 residents attended. As most residents were present to discuss item 
14. e. Footpath 14, chair moved the item forward and explained that the footpath 
is in two sections, split by the railway with no means of crossing the line as 
Network Rail has closed the short section passing over their land some years 
ago. While there is signage explaining that the footpath is a dead end, current 
maps are misleading as they appear to show that the footpath is still passable so 
ramblers, including those posting clips on YouTube, are attempting to use the 
footpath as a continuous route. Council and residents are concerned that the 
footpaths lead to a potentially dangerous situation, particularly as the speed limit 
on the rail line is 90mph. People continue to attempt to cross the railway line or 
climb over fences and trespass over private fields. One old map appears to show 
an underpass at the railway line, however, one of the Landowners whose land 
footpath 14 passes through, said that this is incorrect and that there was once a 
level crossing. To his knowledge there has never been an underpass, as the land 
under the railway line is extremely unstable and unsuitable for an underpass.   
Cllr R Brooks informed those present that footpath 14 was divided through the 
closure of the route over and adjacent to the railway by a legal order in 1956. This 
created two dead-end routes either side of the line.  He also advised residents 
that the parish council is not responsible for the maintenance of the footpath, 
Wiltshire Council are responsible for maintaining the surface of a footpath and it is 
the landowner’s responsibility to control the vegetation from either side. Wiltshire 
Council are not inclined to maintain the footpath in case it encourages people to 
use the path.  Recently children were discovered on the railway line stopping 
trains, an extremely dangerous situation. When this issue last arose, a couple of 
years ago the rights of way officer promised to speak to the landowners to discuss 
footpath closure order, the landowners present the said this conversation did not 
happen.  A possible solution would be a footpath closure order, but this a long 
and involved process, expensive, and hard to obtain. Creating a new link between 
footpath 14 and byway 34 would require consent of the landowners involved. The 
parish council will install more signage advising people that the footpath is no 
through way and suggesting the alternative routes via footpaths, 12 or 34. Cllr A 
Colley commented that it would be useful if Network rail had signs stating that the 
footpath was closed on their section and warning walkers not to attempt to cross 
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the railway line. Cllr D Muns said he will speak to the LHFIG (Local Highways and 
Footpath Improvements Group) to request additional signage urgently and a 
conversation with landowners regarding a closure order. 

5 
6 
 
 
7 

Planning Applications: Nil    
Past Planning Issues: Strawberry Fields: outstanding issues.  The bulkhead step 
lighting has not materialised and seems less likely to do so as no wiring was 
included during construction. Approaches have been made to the developer’s 
engineers on health and safety grounds. 
Future Planning issues: Halstead Farm field – a resident mentioned that 
surveyors were seen in the field recently. Agents have yet to respond to Parish 
Councils enquiries and concerns. 

 

8 Update from Wiltshire Councillor Dominic Muns: Black Dog crossroads, he 
said that people have different views on the reasons and causes of accidents at 
this junction, both speed and poor visibility being the mains issues. Cllr D Muns 
said that in his view, if people were driving slower the accidents would be less 
serious and he would like to see an improvement of the sight lines, realignment of 
the junction and a reduction of the speed limit. However, Atkins, Wiltshire police 
and Wiltshire Council all believe that the 50mph limit is appropriate. Seven parish 
councils are involved in the discussions about improving black dog junction and 
previously all councils wanted to await an agreement on a reduced speed limit 
before accepting the realignment proposals, but recent discussions with Market 
Lavington PC resulted in the decision to request that work on realigning the 
junction go ahead now. Cllr D Muns asked if Easterton councillors agreed with 
this and would also like the junction realignment work to go ahead. Councillors 
confirmed that they would like the junction improvement to go ahead as soon as 
possible. 

 

9 Governance Issues 
9.1 Topic and date for Parish meeting – Councillors proposed date of Saturday 
27th May, with a horticultural presentation, TBC. 
9.2 Consider adoption of the green space, path and steps at Strawberry fields, a 
resident informed council that they have asked to contribute to a fund for future 
maintenance for the unadopted roadway and grounds. Councillors have concerns 
about the extent of the parish council liabilities if they decided to adopt the 
maintenance responsibilities. Enquiries are on-going. 

 

10 Correspondence and Communication: 
10.1 boomCast update – Cllr A Snook – nothing to report. 
10.2 Echoes update – Cllr J Boyt – due in a week. 
10.3 Council has received another complaint about the footpath MLAV 16 used 
by Easterton children to get to school, relating to flood damage and dog fouling.  
Councillors noted that the flood damage is caused by a Market Lavington resident 
releasing flood waters from their paddock on to the footpath. Cllr C Saunders to 
pass the details to Cllr D Muns.  Dog fouling is persistent problem due 
inconsiderate dog owners failing to comply with the law and pick up their pet’s 
mess.   

 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance Update 
11.1 Assign reserve allocations – monies in the reserve account are allocated to 
various future projects and responsibilities. APPROVED 
11.12 Consider opening a reserve account at Lloyds – Currently some reserves 
are kept in a NS&I account which does not offer a good interest rate and cannot 
be accessed online.  APPROVED 
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11.1 Bank Reconciliation & budget – Cllr B Myerscough & Cllr A Colley. Copies of 
the bank reconciliation sheet, statements and Scribe summary reports have been 
disseminated. Cllr C Saunders signed the bank reconciliation form to comply with 
financial regulations. 
Payments approved: 
1. M Goddard (3rd) invoice no: 2711. £340.00  
2. Administration expenses (ink, miles, HWA) £59.92 
3. Town & Parish websites invoice: 1801096 £40.40 
4. Starboard Systems (Scribe) invoice 3930 £46.80 
5. QE2 Green Canopy Copper beech tree (L Myerscough) £93.96 
6. Clerks’ salary  

13 Projects and Activities Updates 
13.1 Easterton Community Gigabyte – Cllr A Colley explained that this has now 
been replaced the governments new broadband project and tenders are being 
considered for the work to provide faster broadband. 
13.2. Jubilee Tree Project – The chair thanked Cllrs A Snook & B Myerscough for 
their work installing the Copper beech tree in the village hall playing field for the 
QE2 green canopy for the Platinum Jubilee. 
13.3. Allotments at Cemetery land – Cllr R Brooks, still awaiting response from 
the LHFIG officer regarding the replacement of the footpath steps with a ramp for 
wheelbarrow access.  
13.4. Environment and sustainability: Cllr J Boyt, nothing to report.  
13.5. Defibrillators – Cllr B Myerscough, 25 people attended the training. No 
further response from Wiltshire Council regarding planning permission. 
13.6. St Barnabas School – Cllr S Rance, school is struggling with a lack of 
volunteers and fund-raising ideas. 
13.7. Coronation and village celebrations, all village hall trustees are all involved 
in planning the Coronation Celebrations. Cllr C Saunders asked if Easterton 
Parish Councillors would be willing to assist with funds if necessary. Councillors 
RESOLVED to make any shortfall up to £500.00. 
13.8. Easterton spring clean, booked for Saturday 25th March 10.00am at the 
village hall car park. 
13.9. Emergency planning future broadband development – Cllr A Colley 
informed council and residents that the new broadband will mean that all calls 
and internet connection will go through a router, so power cuts would result in 
neither being available and reliance on mobiles for calls. However, many rural 
areas have inadequate and unreliable mobile signals, emergency calls are meant 
to still work regardless of signal availability.  Cllr C Saunders said that the village 
hall has a generator if the occasion arises, and people need to charge phones. 
13.10. Village hall developments – Cllr C Saunders informed councillors that the 
village hall needs to raise £55,000 to replace the septic tank in the future to 
comply with EA regulations. 

 

14 Highways and Byways Issues 
14.1 Black dog junction, see Cllr D Muns report. 
14.2 Rights of Way updates – Cllr R Brooks, to see landowner about a fence 
across a footpath. 
14.3 Parish gardener update – Cllr A Snook, Quotes have been received for the 
parish gardener work for the next 12 months, councillors considered and 
RESOLVED to accept Mark Goddard’s quote. 
14.4 Footpath 14 – Cllr A Colley, see above. 
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14.5 Kings Road traffic calming – Cllr C Saunders, the pothole filling is failing 
again. 
 

 Meeting closed at: 9.28pm 
 

 

 Next meeting:  April 17th, 2023 
 
 
 

 

 

Signed:                                                                                                Dated: 


