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Easterton Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 17th April 2023 at 7.30 p.m. 

                            Minutes 
Present: Cllr C Saunders, Cllr B Myerscough, Cllr A Snook, Cllr S Rance, Cllr A Colley. Clerk S-J Bullock 
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2 

 
Declaration of interests: Nil 
Apologies: Cllr D Muns, Cllr J Boyt 

 

3 Minutes of the previous meeting to be adopted and signed by the 
presiding chairman: Approved and signed. 

 

4 Adjournment. Welcome to the public. (Max 3 minutes per question, 20 
minutes in total): 3 residents in attendance.  Two residents discussed the 
positioning of the second defibrillator unit currently housed in the village 
hall. A Strawberry Fields resident attended to discover updates on 
communications with Green Square. 
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Planning Applications: PL/2023/02882, The Barn, White Street: tree works - 
crown reduction for 1 x White beam and 1 x Hawthorn trees. Councillors 
RESOLVED: No objection.   
Past Planning Issues: Strawberry Fields: outstanding issues – Cllr Chris 
Saunders has written to Green Square, asking when the remaining issues 
will be fixed: lighting, hand, and guard rails for the steps.  No reply yet. 
Update from Wiltshire Councillor Dominic Muns: No report. 
Governance Issues 
8.1 Topic and update for Parish Meeting. Councillors expressed concern that 
holding the meeting on a weekend may result in a low turn out as many 
people may be on holiday including some councillors.  Councillors decided 
to investigate the possibility of holding it prior to the annual council meeting 
on the 15th May. ACTION Cllr C Saunders to explore the availability of the 
hall. 
8.2 Consider adoption of the green space, steps, and path at Strawberry 
Fields. Councillors discussed at length and concluded that the parish council 
do not wish to adopt the path or steps but are keen to assist and ensure 
that the area is maintained to a high standard in keeping with the rest of the 
village.  Councillors would like to meet with Wiltshire Council and Green 
Square on site to find discover exactly who maintain which areas within the 
estate on an ongoing basis, before agreeing to adopt any part of the area.  
ACTION Clerk to email Wiltshire Council to request a meeting. 
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9 Correspondence and Communication: 

9.1 boomCast update – Cllr A Snook – Nothing to report. 
9.2 Echoes update – Cllr J Boyt – nothing to report. 
9.3 Hydro-logic annual renewal, due in May will cost £1,112.60 (Inc. Vat) 
APPROVED. 
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11. 

Finance Update 
10.1 Consider the amount to transfer into the reserve account from the 
treasurer account. Councillors RESOLVED to transfer £20,000 into the 
reserve account. ACTION Clerk. 
10.2 Bank Reconciliation & budget – Cllr B Myerscough & Cllr A Colley. 
Copies of the bank reconciliation sheet, statements and Scribe summary 
reports have been disseminated. Cllr A Colley signed the bank reconciliation 
form to comply with financial regulations. 
10.3 Approve council accounts. APPROVED & signed. 
Payments approved: 
1. Administration expenses (ink, miles, HWA) £46.39 
2. Clerk’s salary 
3. David Owen, one quarter payroll. Invoice 34972 £90.00 
4. Mark Goddard (1st instalment) invoice 2743 £489.43 
5. Cllr A Snook, spray paint £11.98 
6. Jubilee Green canopy sign (for copper beech tree) £65.99 

 

12 Projects and Activities Updates 
12.1 Allotments at Cemetery land – Cllr J Boyt – No report. 
12.3 Environment and sustainability: Cllr J Boyt – No report. 
12.4 Defibrillators – Cllr B Myerscough – Wiltshire Council listed building 
officer has suggested that installing the defibrillator somewhere else in the 
village would alleviate any concerns about heritage impact, which may pose 
a hurdle for planning permission to fit it within the curtilage of the church. 
He suggested that fitting to a pole in the village could fall under permitted 
development for the parish council. As the church has agreed that the 
defibrillator could be fitted on the church, councillors would like to ask that 
Wiltshire Council waive their request for an expensive planning application 
for this life saving equipment. ACTION Cllr B Myerscough to contact 
Wiltshire Council. 
12.5 St Barnabas School – Cllr S Rance – no report. 
12.6 Coronation and village celebrations, Cllrs. A. Snook, B. Myerscough, 
and R. Brooks have volunteered to assist with setting up for the event. 
12.7 Spring clean report – Cllr C Saunders said the clean-up was very 
successful with a large turnout of volunteers. 
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12.8 Village design statement to be updated – ACTION Cllr A Colley, 
statement to include the village’s natural capital/assets. 

13 Highways and Byways Issues 
13.1 Black dog junction - Cllr C Saunders – reported Cllr D Muns reply to 
another parish council that traffic lights are not being considered for this 
junction. 
13.2 Rights of Way updates – Cllr R Brooks emailed LHFIG officer Paul 
Millard re: East 14 footpath and asking if the landowners were asked about 
a closure order for this footpath two years ago. The landowners were not 
consulted. Mr Millard sent the form required to request closure of the 
footpath, which is an expensive procedure and not guaranteed to succeed.  
Councillors expressed their concern that this a public safety issue and needs 
to be resolved urgently.  Cllr R Brooks has produced a sign to be placed at 
the ends of the footpath cut by the railway line to advise walkers that there 
is no way to cross the railway via E14.  ACTION Cllr R Brooks to contact Paul 
Millard’s replacement Vicky Roscoe. 
13.3 Parish Gardener update: Cllr A Snook said Mark Goddard thanked 
Easterton parish council for employing him to maintain the green areas of 
the village. 
13.4 Parish Steward update- Cllr A Snook, Adam has filled potholes on Kings 
Road. ACTION Cllr A Snook to ask the parish steward if he could request a 
road sweeper to attend to the road from Eastcott to Easterton, so that the 
curb is visible again. 
13.5 Footpath 14/Network rail signage update – Cllr A Colley – no response 
from Network Rail yet. 
13.6 Dog fouling, Councillors are disgusted that dog owners continue to 
leave their dogs deposits all over footpath with no consideration for other 
footpath users. 
13.7 SIDS and EVO Traffic (traffic assessment) – Cllr C Saunders, suggested 
that the parish council may like to consider the purchase their Speed 
Indicator Unit for use in the village.  SID’s are available via Wiltshire Council 
but councillors are concerned that this may be a lengthy procedure 
involving many parties.  Councillors RESOLVED to purchase a SID unit subject 
Wiltshire Council approval. ACTION Cllr C Saunders to contact highways. 
13.8 Tree survey for footpath one – Councillors discussed the trees 
alongside footpath one as residents have expressed concern about their 
condition.  ACTION Cllr R Brooks to investigate. 
13.9 Renew Kings Road sign, Cllr C Saunders said that the sign is looking 
battered after being hit by lorries. ACTION Cllr A Snook to speak to the 
parish steward and ask about a replacement sign. 
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Other information (motions for next agenda.) 
 
Meeting closed at: 21.37. 
 
 
 
 

 Next meeting:  15th May 2023 
  

 

 
 

 

Signed:                                                                                                Dated: 

 


