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Easterton Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 20th November 2023 at 7.30 p.m. 

                            Minutes 

Present: Cllr B Myerscough, Cllr J Boyt, Cllr A Snook, Cllr A Colley, Cllr R Brooks, Cllr P 
Bullock. 
In attendance: S-J Bullock 

 

1. Election of chair for this meeting: Cllr R Brooks was elected as chair. 
2. Declaration of interests: 0 
3. Apologies: Cllr D Muns 
4. Minutes of the previous meeting to be adopted and signed by the residing 

chair: Approved and signed by the presiding chair. 
5. Adjournment and welcome to the public. (Max 3 mins per question, 20 

minutes in total) for questions from residents in attendance. 3. 
6. Planning applications: 

PL/2023/09586 St Barnabas Church re-pollard Holm Oak – No objection. 
PL/2023/09420 Court Close – Pollard lime & remove deadwood from two 
cherry trees and raise crown for one cherry tree – No objection. 
PL/2023/09312 The Beeches off Kings Road, revised planning application. New 
application is for four bedrooms instead of the three originally given 
permission, replacement of architectural blind window with large picture 
window, also attic windows and a Juliet balcony.  The new windows face 
neighbours resulting in overlooking and loss of privacy. – Objection. 

7. Update from Wiltshire Councillor Dominic Muns – No report 
8. Governance issues 

8.1 Co-opt new councillor. Proposed by Cllr B Myerscough, seconded by Cllr J 
Boyt, Philip Bullock appointed as a councillor and signed the acceptance of 
office form. 

8.2 Assignment councillor responsibilities – Strawberry Fields and St Barnabas 
School. Councillors decided to defer this item and review all 
responsibilities.  Clerk to circulate the responsibilities list. 

8.3 Approve bank mandate to remove former councillors and clerk as 
signatories – approved and signed.  Clerk to dispatch mandate to the bank. 

8.4 Appoint another councillor to add as a signatory. Cllr A Colley appointed as 
another signatory. Clerk to complete another mandate to be signed by 
councillors. 
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8.5 Off site data and password back-up. USD drive and passwords deposited 
with Cllr B Myerscough & Cllr J Boyt to be updated every few months. 

8.6 Consider quotes from internal auditors. Councillors resolved to appoint 
Audit Solutions Ltd. 

9. Correspondence & communications 
9.1 boomCast update – Cllr A Snook – Promoting the Community Hub, which is 

enjoying success. 
9.2 9.2 Echoes update – Cllr J Boyt – There will be a break in December and the 

next issue in January. 
10. Finance update 

10.1 Bank reconciliation and reports have been distributed to councillors at 
month end as per financial monitoring regulations. 
10.2 Approve the budget and precept discussion.  Budget approved. Precept to 
be confirmed in January. Which requires the council meeting to be moved to 
Monday 8th January to in be in time for the precept request on 18th January. 
10.3 Consider reassigning reserve allocations. Approved reallocating some 
reserves funds in a community projects pot. 
10.4 Consider opening a higher rate interest rate account – deferred. Cllr A 
Colley to investigate an improved interest rate account. 
10.5 Confirm NALC pay award – Approved. 
10.6 Consider donation to LINK – Approved £50.00 
10.7 Consider ground maintenance contract quotes. – Approved Mark 
Goddard’s quote. 
Payments to be approved: 
1) Administration expenses (office supplies, miles, HWA) £108.60. 
2) Hydrologic maintenance visit, invoice 33567 £466.80. 
3) Clerk salary. 

11. Projects & activities update: 
11.1 Village statement update – Cllr A Colley awaiting up dated version of the 

plan. 
11.2 Allotments – Cllr J Boyt and Cllr R Brooks have reviewed the viability of 

the allotment project at the paddock to the rear of the cemetery. Costs to 
arrange access, replace fencing and setting out of plots, could be £6,000 to 
£10,000. Councillors expressed concern that this large amount of money 
would potentially benefit a few Easterton residents and whilst representing 
a large portion of the precept. Although councillors support the idea 
providing allotments and believe they would be a beneficial asset to the 
village, councillors voted to pause the project at the burial ground paddock.  

11.3 Environment and Conservation – Cllr J Boyt – no report. 
11.4 Bus stop relocation – Cllr J Boyt – bus stop has been relocated. 
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11.5 Local plan, comments to Wiltshire Council. Councillors expressed 
concern that the local infrastructure is not considered when large 
developments are added to small rural villages. Much of the current rural 
infrastructure is already under strain, including narrow roads, schools at 
full capacity, insufficient healthcare capacity, over stretched sewerage and 
water facilities, poor broadband, and mobile signal, etc. Councillors would 
prefer that brownfield sites are developed before agricultural land and 
green spaces.  Cllr J Boyt to draft a comment for approval by councillors. 

12. Highways & byways issues 
12.1 Rights of Way update – Cllr R Brooks to speak to Vicky Roscoe of the 

rights of way team, about the footpath adjacent to cemetery, footpath 14 
and footpath 1. 

12.2 Parish gardener – Cllr A Snook reviewed Mark Goddard’s quote and 
confirmed that it was suitable. 

12.3 Parish steward – Cllr A Snook – sad news, Easterton is losing the efficient 
Adam Batt, replacement unknown. 

12.4 King Road repairs (27th – 1st Dec) – all.  Clerk has requested a sign to 
discourage traffic from using Oak Lane as a cut through as it is too narrow. 

 
13. Topics for the next meeting – Add village hall & first aid training to agenda. 

 
 
Meeting closed at: 9.12pm 
 
 
 
Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 
 
Dated:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next meeting at: 8th January 2024. 


